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The following report is from the GRA Vetting Committee, which has gathered 
information on the above candidate through various sources. This report is solely 

to be used to inform GRA members and others on information about the candidates 
for various offices in reaching a decision on who to endorse or vote for. This report 
is NOT a statement on the opinion of the entire GRA or any subset thereof, except 

for the GRA Vetting Committee, and is not designed to assist or support any 
candidate. This information is to be supplemental to, and not in lieu of, independent 

research on each candidate. 
 
 

Rich Carithers 
Candidate Summary for 2019 GAGOP Convention 

 
 
This section was derived from Rich Carithers’ answers to questions asked by the Vetting 
Committee via a conference call interview. 
 
 
1. Do you support a primary or caucus system for choosing nominees or a hybrid of both?  
       

     A:  I support the primary system of voting.  
 
     
2. Should the GAGOP be more or less involved in legislation at the state Capitol?  
       

     A:  Officially, the GOP should not be involved in legislation at the Capitol but should 
work behind the scenes.  The party should not take sides.  The role of the party is to grow 
the party and get Republicans elected.   
 
     
3. Should the GAGOP have a platform that conforms to our stated beliefs?  
       

     A:  I wouldn’t mind seeing a platform in the broadest sense.  
 
     
4. Do you see a potential conflict of interest when a lobbyist whose living comes from the 
political arena is allowed to serve on the GAGOP Executive Committee?  
       

     A:  I prefer that lobbyists not be involved in the GOP leadership. 
 
     
5. Do you support closed primaries?  
       

     A:  I lean toward closed primaries but see some benefit in open primaries.  
 
     
6.  Do you believe that GOP elected officials who fail to follow our Georgia and U.S. 
Constitutions and Republican principles hurt the party in the eyes of the voters?  
       

     A:  It does.  For example, if the voters are paying attention to what has happened with 
Speaker Ralston, it’s going to hurt the party.   
 
     
7.  What is the proper remedy for a Republican politician who consistently votes contrary 
to what the Republican Party believes?  
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     A:  GOP legislators who vote only a little better than Democrats should be spoken to 
behind the scenes.  Then, if they don’t improve, members could seek permission from the 
GAGOP to support a challenger to the GOP incumbent in the primary.  I’ve actually done 
this in a race.  Censuring might also be appropriate in some situations.   
 
     
 
 
 
8.  Should a committee or the convention have the authority to change Republican 
Convention Rules?  (This question deals with Rule 12 which authorizes the party via a 
committee to make rule changes which could be used to prevent some candidates from 
being allowed the nomination at convention.)  
       

     A:  A steering committee should be in charge of the rules.  
 
     
9.  What can you tell us about the Georgia Republican Assembly?  
       

     A:  I think the GRA is sometimes divisive.  The GOP and the GRA should get on the 
same page.  I think that Republicans aren’t as strongly principled as they could be, and 
the GRA sees as a lack of true Republican legislators.  I’d work with the GRA if elected 
Chairman.  I do have a problem with Alex emailing the GOP delegates.   
 
     Follow-up question: Why do you think that groups like the GRA and Tea Party came 
into being?  
       

     A:  The GRA rose to combat things going on at the Capitol, and the Tea Party came 
about because of taxes.  
 
     
10. What is your plan to keep Georgia red in 2020?  
       

     A:  I have a 4-point plan.  For one thing, we need to run commercials that accent why 
Georgia has low taxes. We need to explain why Georgia is such a business-friendly state 
and is able to bring in jobs.  The voters need to know that Republicans were responsible 
for making these and other good things happen in Georgia.  
 
 


