
The following report is from the GRA Vetting Committee, which has gathered 
information on the above candidate through various sources. This report is solely 

to be used to inform GRA members and others on information about the candidates 
for various offices in reaching a decision on who to endorse or vote for. This report 
is NOT a statement on the opinion of the entire GRA or any subset thereof, except 

for the GRA Vetting Committee, and is not designed to assist or support any 
candidate. This information is to be supplemental to, and not in lieu of, independent 
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Mary Kay Bacallao 

Candidate Summary for 2019 GOP Convention 
 
 
 
This section was derived from Mary Kay Bacallao’s answers to questions asked by the 
Vetting Committee via a conference call interview. 
 
1. Do you support a primary or caucus system for choosing nominees or a hybrid of both? 
       

     A:  Primary. 
 
 
2. Should the GAGOP be more or less involved in legislation at the state Capitol?  
       

     A:  The GOP should be more involved with legislation at the Capitol. 
 
 
3. Should the GAGOP have a platform that conforms to our stated beliefs?  
       

     A:  The GOP should adopt such a platform. 
 
     
4. Do you see a potential conflict of interest when a lobbyist whose living comes from the 
political arena is allowed to serve on the GAGOP Executive Committee?  
       

     A:  Lobbyists should not be in positions of power inside the GOP.  
 
     
5. Do you support closed primaries?  
       

     A:  Yes.  
 
     
6.  Do you believe that GOP elected officials who fail to follow our Georgia and U.S. 
Constitutions and Republican principles hurt the party in the eyes of the voters?  
       

     A:  Those who don’t uphold their oaths of office definitely discredit the GOP in the eyes 
of the voters.   
 
     
7.  What is the proper remedy for a Republican politician who consistently votes contrary 
to what the Republican Party believes?  
       

     A:  The GOP should talk with those who vote wrongly to rein them in.  I’m not sure of 
other options to hold them accountable. 
 
     



8.  Should a committee or the convention have the authority to change Republican 
Convention Rules?  (This question deals with Rule 12 which authorizes the party via a 
committee to make rule changes which could be used to prevent some candidates from 
being allowed the nomination at convention.)  
       

     A:  The convention should be in charge of the rules.  
 
     
9.  What can you tell us about the Georgia Republican Assembly?  
       

     A:  I’ve been a GRA member for 5 years.  I love what the GRA is doing.  
 
   
 
 
10. What is your plan to keep Georgia red in 2020?  
       

     A:  There are things that need to be fixed in our party.  There’s too much infighting.  We 
need to work behind closed doors to improve internal party relationships.  We need to 
unite our party and communicate a positive message. I’d include the other candidates and 
use their plans.  First, we need to have GOP candidates and electeds we can be proud of.   
 
 

 
*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      * 


