
 1 

The following report is from the GRA Vetting Committee, which has gathered 
information on the above candidate through various sources. This report is solely to 
be used to inform GRA members and others on information about the candidates for 
various offices in reaching a decision on who to endorse or vote for. This report is 
NOT a statement on the opinion of the entire GRA or any subset thereof, except for 
the GRA Vetting Committee, and is not designed to assist or support any candidate. 
This information is to be supplemental to, and not in lieu of, independent research 

on each candidate. 
 

David Shafer 
Candidate Summary for 2019 GAGOP Convention 

 
 
 
This section was derived from David Shafer’s answers to questions asked by the Vetting 
Committee via a conference call interview. 
 
1. Do you support a primary or caucus system for choosing nominees or a hybrid of both?  
       

     A:  I support using caucuses to elect delegates to the national convention. That process 
is governed by party rule.  State law mandates primaries for all other offices.   
 
 
2. Should the GAGOP be more or less involved in legislation at the state Capitol?  
       

     A:  I’d like the GOP to become more involved with legislators, and we need a state party 
platform to use as the guide for being involved with our legislators. 
 
 
3. Should the GAGOP have a platform that conforms to our stated beliefs?  
       

     A:  We should have a state platform that mirrors our national platform.  As Chair, I’ll 
push to get a state platform adopted for the 2020 GAGOP Convention.   
 
     
4. Do you see a potential conflict of interest when a lobbyist whose living comes from the 
political arena is allowed to serve on the GAGOP Executive Committee?  
       

     A:  For lobbyists to be in positions of power inside the GOP is a conflict of interest.  
Georgia needs a provision in the rules to prevent it.  
 
     Follow-up question:  When John Watson, a lobbyist, was running for GAGOP Chair in 
May 2017, were you vocal about his potential conflict of interest?  
       

     A:  I wasn’t vocal because I didn’t want to offend anybody while I was campaigning for 
Lt. Governor.  
 
     
5. Do you support closed primaries?  
       
     A:  I’d like to see party registration and closed primaries, but that will require a change in 
state law.  A closed primary is a better method of selecting GOP candidates. 
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6.  Do you believe that GOP elected officials who fail to follow our Georgia and U.S. 
Constitutions and Republican principles hurt the party in the eyes of the voters?  
       

     A:  No question about that.  Legislators who vote outside of Republican principles do 
hurt the party in the eyes of the average voter.  Primarying the elected official is the proper 
remedy to hold them accountable. 
 
 
 
 
     Follow up question:  Do you think the current situation with Ralston will hurt the party in 
2020?  
       

     A:  Controversies like this do not help, but the 2020 elections will be decided by larger 
issues. 
 
     
7.  What is the proper remedy for a Republican politician who consistently votes contrary to 
what the Republican Party believes?  
       

     A:  Currently, the best way to discipline wayward legislators is to primary them.  If we 
had a strong party platform, then we might be able to use the state committee to discipline 
wayward legislators.  I’d have some concerns about using censure to discipline legislators.   
But, we must have an official platform before we could use censuring as a discipline.   
 
     
8.  Should a committee or the convention have the authority to change Republican 
Convention Rules?  (This question deals with Rule 12 which authorizes the party via a 
committee to make rule changes which could be used to prevent some candidates from 
being allowed the nomination at convention.)  
       

     A:  I’m against rule changes that are intended to limit delegates from nominating 
candidates.  The convention should be in charge of the rules.   
 
     
9.  What can you tell us about the Georgia Republican Assembly?  
       

     A:  I first became a GRA member at its inception in the early 1990s.  Then I rejoined in 
the early 2000s and renewed my membership in 2018. 
 
   
10. What is your plan to keep Georgia red in 2020?  
       

     A:  Watson has been a disappointment because he did nothing to involve the grassroots 
during the last election cycle.  I have a 7-point plan.  I want to develop a list of goals for the 
grassroots and put in place a system to measure and reward those who achieve the goals.  
I have a lot of experience in fundraising and want to create a United Republican Fund.  I 
want to bring back a training academy for the grassroots.  We have valuable voters who 
aren’t being utilized. 
 
     Follow-up question:  If you’re elected chair, would you consider reaching out to Bruce 
Azevedo for his help?  
       



     A:  The 9th District has started a good training program.  Bruce has done a good job in 
the 9th District, and I’d bring Bruce into the training process if I’m elected. 
 
 
 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      * 
 


